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The Boat Hall in the Arts and Industries Building of the United States National 
Museum at Washington is a small room jampacked with the models of the Museum's water- 
craft collection. Rigged models stand gunwale to gunwale in large cases at floor 
level, half models spread up the walls, and the ceiling is covered with canoes and 


kayaks. It is a perplexing sight at first glance and an altogether inadequate set- 
ting for some noteworthy material. 


Fortunately, the interested are not easily discouraged by primitive exhibition 
and dim lighting, but make the effort to find what is of merit in the collection. 
Packed in the cases are about two hundred contemporary rigged models of fishing 
vessels recording the development of working craft cf all sizes from sharpie to 
schooner. These date from the 1880's and 1890's when they were gathered up by Cap- 
tain J. W. Collins, fisheries expert, marine architect and inventor. Captain Collins 

, @ took time from his Fish Commission duties to act as the first curator of the collec- 
tion. His own ideas of good fisherman design are preserved in several half models 
and the rigged model of a swift market-fishing schooner of moderate dimensions. 

s Across the hall, the late Carrol Ray Sawyer's splendid model of a diesel trawler tes- 

tifies to the rapid changes since Collins' time and to our good fortune that he made 

his collection of types when he did. 
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Of equal interest to the marine historian is the collection of about 100 build- 
ers' half models. Maine, Massachusetts, New York,ifaryland, Florida, Mississippi and 
Texas builders and designers are represented among others. The models show their ef- 
forts to produce the finest vessels for the work and conditions of their times. 
Sturdy, bluff-bowed cargo carriers of the 1820's and '30's, kettle-bottom "dues 
cheaters", a pair of Webb's clippers, some early West Indies traders with pre-clipper 
sharpness, coasting schooners, several of D. J. Lawlor's pilot schooners, a pungy, 
several bugeyes, power boats and schooners from the Gulf and a number of "down- 
easters", indicate the scope of these models. The lines of some of these have been 
traced off around the lifts of the models and can be examined at the Museum. Un- 
fortunately, none are in form for printing or distribution. 


Of somewhat less historical interest are the rigged models of famous ships from 
the SANTA UARIA to John Stevens! steamboat PHOENIX.. Most of these were made many 
years ago and some do not represent all of the since-acquired knowledge of the types. e@ 
Others. however, such as the built-up model of the Gokstad viking ship and the needle- 

like model of Fulton's NORTH RIVER steamboat, are still good. 


Steam enthusiasts will find models of the experimental steamboats of Fitch, 
Rumsey, Stevens, Fulton and Ericsson and an old model of the SAVANNAH exhibited with 
the original log of her historic Atlantic crossing. Several sheet metal models of 
Mississippi and Ohio River steamboats have age and authenticity of origin to make up 
for their scant detail. Seagoing ships are represented by a model of the CUBA, built 
by Neafie and Levy in 1878, the graceful PHILADELPHIA (ex CITY of PARIS), the old 
MAURETANIA, the EMPRESS OF RUSSIA, the Hog Islander CAMBRIA, the PRESIDENT POLK, and 
a collection of eight U. S. Maritime Commission types of World War II, The WILLLAM 
G. MATHER, bulk ore carrier, is an interesting Great Lakes type. 


Standing somewhat incongruously in the collection are models of foreign fishing 
vessels and full size primitive craft. These represent the generosity of many govern-- 
ments which presented selections from their exhibits at international expositions, 

and the diversified collecting efforts of many Smithsonian explorers. Scandinavian 
and German types built for North Sea fisheries, and fat Dutch vessels designed to 

land on open beaches, stand under Irish curraghs, bark canoes and Arctic kayaks. 


Most of the above ate described in the out-of-print Catalogue of the Water- 
craft Collection, Bulletin 127, U. S. National Museum, compiled and edited by Carl 
W. ifitman in 1923. Though this cannot be supplied now by the Museum, it was dis- 
tributed widely to libraries and should be available in most communities. Much that 
is described below does not appear in the catalogue. 


As in all sections of the National Museum, material not exhibited is preserved 
in form for ready reference. Some noteworthy elements of the watercraft reference 
collection are the drawings and photographs produced by the Historic American Mer- 
chant Marine Survey, a large scrapbook collection of illustrations and clippings 
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—* to hundreds of vessels in both sail and steam, and a few hundred photographs. 


The HAMMS drawings and photographs were made to record as much information as 
was practicable from sources available to the workers in 1936. More than a thousand 
drawings representing about 20 vessels were made and are on file for reference. 
Made primarily for record and study, the drawings have proved of considerable inter- 
est to modelmakers. The drawings and photographs from which prints can be furnished 
are listed in a "Catalogue of the Drawings Produced by the Historic American Mer— 
chant Marine Survey" which can be obtained by writing to the National Museum. It 
should be noted that many of the surveys contain the hull lines only of the vessels, 
others are more complete, but few give all of the details needed to reproduce the 
vessels. At present blueprints which are 17 inches by 23 inches and 17 inches by 

inches are made by the blueprinter for 25 cents each and go to the purchaser at 
that price plus the postage and postal charges for the c.o.d. orders. This work 
was described in some detail in The American Neptune, vol. 1, no. 1, 19)1. 


The Museum is endeavoring to add to its file of drawings of watercraft and 
has received splendid assistance from volunteers in this wrk. A group of marine 
architects in and about Seattle, Washington, recently contributed the originals or 
duplicates of designers! drawings of northwest coast types, notably halibut schooners 
of the early 1900's. These were acquired through the efforts of William Garden, 
marine architect, and others. Anyone who has taken off the lines of old vessels or 
designers! models or who has copies of designers' drawings is urged to consider pre- 
senting originals or copies to the watercraft collection for preservation. 


The photographic files include most of the rigged modéls in the collection, a 
@ hundred or so Fish Commission photos made before 1900 = some showing vessels of 
types that were old then, and the snapshots of details of many of the vessels drawn 
up in the HAMMS. Items such as a packet of prints showing scoresof details of New 
England fishing schooners taken by D. Foster Taylor and similar views of bugeye 
details by A. C. Wagner are of increasing interest. A small number of Stebbins pho- 
tographs of the launching of Bath vessels show hull shapes beautifully. Not all of 
these are available for distribution, no catalogue can be furnished of those that 
are, and the Museum is not equipped to answer questions about long lists of wanted 
vessels or to select large numbers of prints available in general classifications 
of types. However, inquiries as to a few specific vessels or types will be willing- 
ly’ checked against the index. Prints that are available are sold at 40 cents for an 


8 by 10 inch print and 25 cents for a 5 by 7. All are contact prints and the size 
depends upon the negative. 


The scrapbooks mentioned run to about 200 looseleaf volumes on steam vessels 
and 75 volumes on sail. They are being added to through the volunteer effort of 
Ralph E. Cropley and his associates. The material is clipped from many sources all 
more or less well known and available elsewhere, but the collection is a splendid 
rapid reference for at least a note and an illustration on hundreds of vessels. 

The illustrations are largely half-tones, but there is a fair proportiom of photo- 
graphs. Some vessels are well covered, 


The library of the section is very small and is not to be compared with the 
large collections of the Library of Congress and those of the various departments in 
Washington. Because it is small it is convenient to use, and being composed prin- 

cipally of selected reference works is surprisingly adequate to answer questims,. 


Those who visit the National Museum during office hours are welcome to refer 
» to any of the material or books in the collections and are assured of willing assis- 


mas from 9:00 to 4:30. The offices are open Mondays through Fridays except on holi- 
days. 


tance in furthering any study. The exhibition halls are open every day except Christ- 
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THE PAINT JOB 
By Gordon Grant 


Desirable results from the proper application of paint, whether it be on a 
stretched canvas, a cellar door, or a ship model, depends upon sound professional 
instruction and subsequent practicer 


I venture to offer some of the former as it applies to the finishing of models, 
and confidently leave the practice to those patient souls who wait so longingly for 
the day when the raw wood is covered with paint. 


I do not intend to give any advise in the mixing of colors. That is a study 
separate and apart. I do not advocate the use of ready-mixed paint. Get your 
colors at an artists! supply store. Mix up more than you need for the immediate job, 
and keep it in a screw-top cold cream jar, which can be bought at any drugstore. 

Use "Flake" white, and turpentine for your thinning mediun, 


When the surfaces are ready for the first coat it is advisable to paint the 
lightest colors first, since it is easier to correct slips of the brush with dark on 
light rather than light on dark. 


The first step is to go over all raw wood with a medium-thin coat of shellac. 
This prevents the oil in the paint from sinking in and drying patchy. 


ac Now thin out your color with turpentine until it is about the consistency of 
medium cream, Do not use a stiff bristle brush: an ox hair brush is best, and, for 
fine work, a red sable if you can get it. 


Remember that three, or even five, coats of thin paint will give you a much 
more satisfactory result than can be had with one or two coats of heavy pigment. 


Allow each coat ample time to dry, and avoid painting on a moist or rainy day. 
The use of turpentine as a thinner may result in a dull surface, This may be satis- 
factory for the purpose in mind, but if a glossy finish is desired go over it with 
a thin coat of mastic varnish. 


Scotch tape is useful in painting the water line, but it is well to be careful 
to see that none of the adhesive remains when it is stripped off. 


If paint dries too glossy for your liking, it can be reduced by rubbing with a 
wad of cotton and pumice powder. 
XXXXXXXX 
Now we come to that controversial business of coppering the hull. 


I have seen too many good models, reflecting great credit on their builders, 
which have been, to my mind, spoiled by the application of copper sheeting in a well- 
meant but abortive attempt to lend reality below the water line. Some of these ef- 
forts, entailing endless time and labor,have ended only in the complete ruin of the 
scale of the ship as a whole. 


Why show rows of copper nails below the water line when theknob on the galley 
door has been ignored? 


- The surface to be coppered is first treated with a coat of glue size (one 
tablespoon of LePage glue to a cup of water). 


While this is drying, prepare a piece of white pine or wood similar to that of 
the model. Smooth, sand, and size this just as you did the ship's bottom. This 
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wiil be your "trial horse." 


At the neighborhood paint store get a pound or two of "gilder's" whiting (any 

fine whiting will do), ten cents worth of yellow ochre dry color, a bottle of gold 
size, and a couple of books of yellow metal leaf. A two-inch soft brush will be 
needed for laying the leaf, 


To two heaping tablespoonfuls of whiting add water slowly and mix thoroughly 
until there are no grits. Add a level tablespoon of ochre, and one of glue. 


When ready, the mixture, or as it is called, "gesso", should be thin ehough to 


flow freely. When the size is dry, coat your trial horse — using a soft, two-inch 
brush. 


Allow two or three hours for this to harden, and go over it lightly with steel 
wool until it feels smooth to the touch. 


Now two coats of thin shellac, and, when this is dry, a thin coat of gold size. 
This may vary in drying time from overnight to forty-eight hours. Ask the dealer. 


The next step you may fumble a bit, but, if you close the window to keep out 
the draught, and exercise a little patience, you'll get the hang of it. Lay your 


leaf vertically and smooth it out with the ox hair brush, being careful to overlap 
the edges of the sheets. 


Don't get discouraged if it looks botchy; the next step will cover all that up. 
Squeeze out on a plate a little oil color -- "Burnt Sienna" and "Emeraude Green". 
Make a hard pad (walnut size) of a Kleenex handkerchief. Flatten this pad, and dip 
it lightly in the "Burnt Sienna", 


Now dab it on the leaf, trying different pressures until you have covered the 
bo ard 


Wait a day before dabbing on the green paint in the same manner. 


Well, there you are; a little practice and you're all ready to copper your ship. 
GOOD LUCK TO YOU}! 


INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS 


Mr. R. T. Shayler, 16 S,. Sacramento Blvd., Chicago 16, Tllecccccce Mre Shayler 
writes that for the last 30 years he has been building models and collecting data 

on ships of all types and eras. His experience has been wide and varied as a mem- 
ber of a group of modelers and model minded men who have stuck together for the past 
quarter century. He is treasurer of the Chicago Nautical Research and Model Society 
and has sent us a list of the members of this organization. We hope to hear from 
lir. Shayler about his models and research later. 


Mr. Gerald Bittner, 5035 Tod Ave., East Chicago, Ind......lir. Bittner sails like 
most of the Guild members, is interested in most anything with sails for he says his 
® particular interest runs from Vikings to Clippers. He served as Gunner's Mate in 


the last war and has built a Spanish Galleon, the Cruiser INDIANAPOLIS--which, no 
doubt was his ship. 


Mr, Martin L. Cassell, Room 1025, 139 W. Van Buren St., Chicago 5, Ill.....lir. 
Cassell writes: "I have never been to sea in the sense of making a living at it. 
Quite the contrary, I make a living in order that I may go to sea-~in small boats. 
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I am at present Secretary of the International 110 class. I support my sailing 
activities through the sale of half models of yachts, many of which are used as @ 
trophies, the balance as owners! models. I have made well over 100 of these, their 
detail isnot such as would interest ship modelers. ify interest centers in small 

boats of American origin, such as the Pinky, Heel Tappers and even the scows of the 

Great Lakes and San Francisco. This field is relatively undeveloped and to my mind 


very colorful". 


Dr. E. Lee Dorsett, 227 So. Maple Ave., Webster Groves, Mo.......Dr. Dorsett said: 
"IT have quite a large nautical library and will be glad to be of assistance to 
other members in their search for nautical information. ily special interest is in 
Whaling, Clipper Ships and old sailing vessels which were built in the State of 
Maine". The doctor has some 300 items on Whales and Whaling. He has served in the 
U.S.N.R. and has ten models to his credit. 


Dr. Robert M. Rose, 4900 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, La. and Dr. Leon Myers, 3209 
Urseline St., New Orleans, Laee.....The applications of both of the doctors came 

in the same mail and from the same city and in the same envelope and their dues 

were in the same check, so we introduce them together. We have written for more 
information on the shore going nautical activities of the doctors, but it has not 
arrived in time to include it in their introduction. Dr. Rose says however that he 
is really more of a talking than a building modeler and he is not the only one in 
our ranks. He states that he is rigging up a copying camera and is going to put it 
in to work on some of the old ship records of the New Orleans custom house. We 
will have more to tell you about Dr. iiyers in our next issue. 


Mr. James W. Harbin, Jr., 4110 Beall St., Landover Hills, lMd.....sslir. Harbin is ®@ 
librarian of the Washington Ship ifodel Society, Inc., and was formerly Model Editor 

of the Tiller, His interests are modern naval vessels, 19th century schooners and 
-sloops and he has a collection of plans and related material of all craft for re- 
ference. Mr. Harbin has been making ship models for the past fifteen years, He 

is currently cataloging and listing his books, plans, and will send names of his 

models he has on hand for the Model Ship Register and the list of his books for the 
Guild Master Index. 


THE GAM CHAIR 


Due to our class of postage, the mails are slow but this past month they have 
been much slower than usual, especialiy to the eastern cities. This has been a 
cause of annoyance and extra expense by sending additional copies to those who 
thought their copies had gone astray or had been overlooked in the mailing. Under 
the flap you will note a stamped date of mailing. Please inform us of any unusual 
delay and we will take the matter up with the postal authorities. 


Since the formation of the Nautical Research Guild with its first publication 
The Secretary's Monthly Letter, February, 1948, four other periodicals, devoted to 
nautical research and kindred subjects have been introduced. This growing list of 
publications is an indication of the renewed interest in nautical research. The 
latest to join the ranks is Ship Models, edited and published by ifr. Robert A. Nash, 
22 So. Baldwin Ave., Sierra Madre, Calif. Mr. Nash was the former secretary of 

the Guild and editor of the Secretary's Monthly Letter. He is also a member of the 
Guild and one of its founders. Ship Models is published six times a year at 35 @ 
cents a copy or $2.00 a year. . 


Members who joined after Jenuary, 199, will please inform us if they have not ‘ 
received all copies of the Guild publications, the roster of members for 198, and 
a copy of Dr. Berenson's booklet, The Origin and Chronology of the Clipper Ships, 
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Your contributions of articles, queries and answers are not only desired, but 
requested, for only with the help of all members can the Guild pubiications have 
meaning and value to you.e Your suggestions are always welcome, 


Everyone that belongs to clubs and civic organizations has heard the oft re= 
peated phrase “every member get a member", Now is the time for 211 good men to 
come to the aid of the Guild. We will reach our goal with ease if each member heeds 
this timeworn slogan and brings in a new member through his own personal contacts. 
Our year is half gone now, the time is running cut on us, applications will be sent 
to you so that you can do this recruiting yourselves, but blanks are not necessary, 
all a prospective member needs is your recommendation, 


You all know from our introduction of new members that we have made remarkable 
growth since January, 1949 and we must continue to grow. 
Harry D. Hamilton 


NOTES from OUR LIBRARIAN 
Dr. Bernard Berenson 


One of the finest set of books for ship lovers is Sail, a three volume set of 
Lubbock and Spurling. These have been difficult to obtain but now we are pleased 
to inform the members that a smaller edition has just come out at a price of $5.00. 


It contains the histories of 39 British and American clipper ships and 15 superb 
color plates by Jack Spurling. 


We have been going along for sometime now without a set-up for book reviews. 
Because of our varied interests in research we do not all buy the same book but as 
a group we probably buy all the latest publications. It would be a great service 
to all if the member buying one of the recent books would give a brief review which 
will be published in the Secretary's Monthly Letter. 


Please do not neglect to notify the Librarian when you buy the occasional 
copy of an old and rare book. ‘We cannot all own these rare copies but it is grati- 


fying to know that their contents are made available through the plan of the Guild 
Master Index. 


Please check your lists for Classification - #9 - Dictionaries and References, 
This list is not complete and is very important. 


QUERIES 


Query No. 20 - British Ships at Fort licHenry ~ Harold I. Lessem, United States De- 
partment of the Interior, National Park Service, Fort iicHenry National Monument and 
Historic Shrine, Baltimore 35, Maryland. 


I am in the fortunate position of being able to combine my work with my interest in 
British naval vessels and ordnance of the period around 1814. Fort McHenry, as all 
doubtless know, commemorates the writing of our National Anthem, and we have been 
attempting to prepare exhibits relative to this central theme. I am also anxious to 
assemble a good functional display on bombs and rockets. Hence my interest in bomb 
Ships and rocket vessels. 


Francis Scott key visited two British naval vessels, in the course of his ex- 
perience, which led to the writing of his inspired poem. These were H.li.S. Tonnant, 
an 80-gun ship, and HeM.S. SURPRISE, a frigate. I am searching for the plans or 
photographs of good models of the above-mentioned vessels and of the following: 
H.M.S. EREBUS, a rocket ship; H.M.S. DEVASTATION, bomb ship; H.ii.S. VOLCANO, bomb 
ship; H.M.S. FAIRY, brig sloop. H.M.S. TONNANT was formerly a French ship which 
the British captured in the Battle of the Nile. Any information which I can secure 
will be placed at the disposal of our visitors, 
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Query No. 21 - I Wonder What Became of POLLY - Harry E. Erskine. 


Much of the history of the schooner POLLY, once the oldest ship on U. S. Registry, 
is centered in Belfast and vicinity. Although many of the stories of the POLLY | 
told during the War of 1812 are of a questionable nature, she still exemplifies the 
@lorious sailing days. I am interested in preserving the record of the POLLY, and 
any information you have will be welcome. 


Query No. 22 - Boston Pilot Boat No. 9 — Robert B. Applebee. 


History and photos of this craft, She was sailed propelled and in operation in 
1900. I have the stories of the rest of this fleet and will appreciate information, 


Query No. 23— Bark REBECCA CROWELL- Robert B. Applebee. 


Would like the complete history of this old bark. She was bought in 1906 or 1908 

by the "Holy Ghost and Us Society" in Maine and rerigged as a barkentine, renamed 
the KINGDOM, and sailed on a missionary voyage to Africa and other out of way places. 
She was lost on the African coast in 1910 and the shipwrecked seamen and mission-~ 
aries were taken on board the companion vessel which came into Portland harbor in 
1911 with scurvy on board. 


Query No. 24 — Three Answers Wanted ~ Fred N. Williams. 


I have three questions and will be much interested in the answers and would like to 

know a reasonable amount about them. (a) The Maierform Hull ~.its advantages, ctc. 

and why? (b) The Oertz Rudder - why and wherefore? (c) The Cort Nozzle= why 

and wherefore? @ 


Query No. 25 = Sloop LIBERTY— John W. Minuse. 


Any information on lines or their approximation of the sloop LIBERTY of Port 
Chester, Ne Y. This vessel was mentioned by Mr. Charles G. Davis in his book 
Ships of the Past. 


Query No. 26 = Cape Ann Anchor — John ii, idinuse. 


What is a Cape Ann anchor and is it made today and who makes it? Is it the same as 
a fisherman's diamond eye ground anchor for wood stock? 


Query No. 27 — Small Boats of Navy of 1812 — WW. B. Yarnall. 


I have plans of the launch, lst, 2nd, 3rd cutters and gig that are said to be 
standard for our Navy of 1820. Can any member advise when such standards were es- 
tablished and by whom? 


Query No. 28 — The U.S.S. OHIO— for a prospective member. 


Where may one buy plens and necessary details for constructing a model of this 74 
gun hip of the Line. Please act promptly on this. 


Query No. 29 = Block List of Gloucester Fisherman COLUMBIA - John il. Minuse, 501 
Franklin St., Port Chester, N; Y. nas some exvra copies of this list and he will 
send one to anyone who needs one. He also states that this list is good on Glou- 
cestermen of a later date. 
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